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Preparations for the
Olympics gather pace

Haringey, a borough bordering the site of
next year's Olympic Games, is in a race of
1ts own — to upgrade its street furniture, as

ith London 2oz fast

approachirg, the

world is  setting ils

sights on the UK. The
energy and buzz of the games are
just arcund the comer, and the
speed of preparations are gaiming
MOMENITL

The whole country will feel the
irripact of this event, with the trans-
port systemn taking the brumt of the
visiters, The nead for cost-effective,
efficient traffic management is key
o the UK and, in particular, Lon-
don.

Haringey, 2 north-east londeon
borough, will not be a site for any
of the games, However, it will be
impacted as a route into others,

With this in mind, Steven Lain,
sreetlighting manager at Haringey
LEC, took the decision to install
Solaball™, 4 pew bollard product
designed and produced by Pudsey
Diarmnand Engin-:cﬁng.

A major incidert in the area on
Christmas Day 2010 prompred
Mr Lain to look around for other
illurninated hollards to fulfil street-
lightitg requirements.

I January, PFudsey Diamond
Engineering literally arrived with
the new product in hand, ready o
demonstrate its capabilities,

By February, 2o of the bollards
were ordered. On delivery to Volle-
er Highways — part of the Volker
Wessel Group — the borough's of
fictal contractor, the bollards were
installed quicldy and were ready for
use instantly

Surveyor finds out

'Despite  having  ducted  the
road prior o the decision to use
Salaboll™, 1 could see the advan.
tages of thiz bollard” saye Mr Lain,
“For a start, the solar panels meant
an instant reduction in electrcty
costs,'

‘l could see the
advantages of
this bollard. For
a start, the solar
panels meant an
instant reduction
in electricity costs’

Due to incidents, bollards in-
stalled in the arez were not ex-
pected tolast more than 12 mesths
without needing attention.

With the selfrighting capabili-
fies of the Solaball™ # continues
to work, despite being impacted,
greatly reducing the manpower re-
fuirements,

With changes in the pipeline led
by 'I'ranspu::-rt for London, Mr Lain
eonfirmed that the need for lit bol-
lards would not change.

Having been in lighting fur 37
vears, he has seen the industry
change and evolve with the new
techmology available,

He says: 'Haringey is constant-
ly busy with rmoad-management
projects. Thiz means I have to be
up-to-date with new technology on
the marlet.'

Pudsey Diamend Engineering's
bollards have worked so well that
Haringey is cumently evaluating
whether it is worth replacing illu-

minated bollards at traffic signal
islands, for which 2 trial is planned
near the Tottenham Football Chabrs
stadium. )

The product works well, fulfile
our needs, and has even caused
colleagues to comment an how
strildng and effective the bollards
are... since when did they notice
Lollards?

Pudsey Diamond Engineering
is not an ordinary company in the
‘making things' business. It is unu-
suzl, adaptable and experienced in
the engineering field. Focusing on
niche areas within the public light-
ing industry, they are well able 1o
apply new technelogy to create the
inmeovative, contemporary perform-
ance products needed in today's
environment. The breadth of the
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company spans wide, and encom-
passes latest thinking, design and
technology,

Peter Diamond bowght the de-
funct company almost 3o years
ago, and has developed it to what it
is now, The firm has found its way
d{:f'.’-"l"l drl '.lE'IllHLlal Fﬁatﬂ

Following an engineering ap-
prenticeship at Chatham Docloyard,
Mr Diamond started his working
life designing and building racing
dinghies. However, as work was
hard to come by, he replied to an
advert in the local Post Office look-
ing [or a boat builder,

It preved to be the turming point
in his career The work involved
helping a local man complete the
vacht he had built for his retive-
ment in the Mediterranean. After
18 monthes, the beat cwmer was
reacly to leave, and offered his engi-
neering cormpany, such as it was, to
Mr Diameond,

Worth no financial muscle, M
Diamond was unable to get 2 bank
loan to fund the purchase but, with
the help of friends, He found the
cash to take it on.

‘T wremt straight out to meet a few
customers the business had at the
time, and they took me in, held
my hand, and taught me how the
industey wotked. Many of them are
still custormers now’

Initially working from 2 stable
block and old mushroom sheds in
Warsash, the company moved to
Andeover in 1901,

The business grew steadily, and
by 1998, the need for even larger
prefiiges was realised and staff
moved to a second factory in An-
dover. Under Mr Diamond's care-
ful nurturing, the business has
thrived,

Where pozzible, equipment and
machinery has been, and still is
bought from Hguidation sales and
auctions, which enables the firm
to get into new markets without
breaking the bank.

However, the company's success
hangs on the back of technolopy,
In locking ahead Pudsey Diamaond
Engineering has been able to lead
the way in its field.

The eady introduction of CNC
[computer mumeric control] ma-
chinery, being driven from office-
based PCs allowed the company
to excel in manufacturing small
batches as required, and to wel-
colme variation.

Production contral software was

installed in 1994, which enables
the company to control the produc-
tion of diverse streetlighting fabri-
cations, Also at this ime, Mr Dia-
mennd looked st robotic welding
gystems and invested in one of the
maost advanced systems of the time,

Being in complete control of the
engineering process has meant a
smoother production line and ena-
bled time and, therefore, costs to he
kept to a minimurn,

This, in twm, has enabled the
eormpany to grow and be success-
ful. A focused vision has kept
Mr Doamond successful, a man
driven by selfachievernent rather
than meney has kept the company
bitlding year on year to where it is
today. ‘T am a concept person sur-
rounded by finishers,” he says.

The company is now at its third
site in Hmapshire and is steadily
growing, introducing better facili-
ties and wider product ranges to
suit the needs of its clients.

The company ];rmdun:es EVELY-
thing from streetlishting keys to
bespoke ighting packages for unu-
sual situations. A particular skill as
a company is to lake an architect's
concept and translate it into well-
engineered, modem, easily.main-
tainable infrastructure.

‘Tt was only a few years ago when
I gat involved in BGP [|'.-u.*j1'1'u::55
growth programrme) at Cranfield
University that T fully realised why
MY COMpany was so strong,

‘It is the breadth of our technol-
ogy and lmowledge of public light
ing that is so impressive. The ex-
perience and skills of our engineers
together with the use of technology
has enabled us o prosper where
athers have thought there was no

rmarket.”

Solaball™ is just one of a range
of products which combine in-
novative technology designed and
produced by Pudsey Diamc
Engineering. It has just been suc-
cessfillly launched in the UK
Solaboll™ offers lree energy for six
vears, zero ©0,; emissions from in-
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stallation, alongside its passive safe.
ty, selfrighting capabilities. Recent-
ly awarded best ‘Energy product/
Service award' at the Environment
and Energy Awards zom it is prov-
i"lg its worth in the ma.r](ELplai:E. It
boasts:

® no electrical supply, since all
power is generated from solar pan-
els, Muminating moaltiple low-pow-
er LEDs to give class-leading lumi-
nance within BS EN 128q0:2007
® reduced installation tme and
COSTS

® 2 low rizk to workers, as
power needed is significantly lower
than others

® hatteries, housed below ground,
which ensure they are not subject-
b impact

® 2 bollard which has been proven
to withstand multiple impacts and
still flluminate aml switch on

@ compliancy with BS 8442 and
achieved passive safety classifica-
tion 50 NE 4 and 7o NE 3 under BS
EN 12767

® authority from the Department
for Transport.
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The Tool Of Choice
For Road Safety

Cover-All Salt & Sand Storage Solutions

Economic Storage
Clear-span Design
Quick To Install

Naturally Bright Interior




